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ARTH 551   Introduction to Museum Studies   Maymester 2019 

Prof. Lyneise Williams                M-F 9:00-12:15PM 

williale@email.unc.edu      HAC 116 

Office: 205 Hanes Art Center 

Office Hours: 12:15-1:00PM (by appointment only) 

 

This course is designed as an introduction to the history, theory, practice, and diversity of 

museums. What function do museums serve in society today? Has the function changed 

over time? What are some of the issues museums address today? Is the museum relevant 

today? In what innovative ways can we integrate the museum into our lives?  

 

This semester we will focus on the current topic, “museums are not neutral”. In doing so 

we will explore issues around museums’ relationships with colonialization and cultural 

patrimony; museum patronage and patron’s connections with society; inclusion and 

exclusion regarding artists’ work collected and displayed, museum audiences, and 

museum staff; perpetuation of the commodification of (certain)bodies in exhibitions and 

displays. 

 

We will begin by examining the institutional background of the museum. What is a 

museum? Where and when was the idea of the first museum established? We will then 

consider art, science and history museums in the greater Triangle area. Interspersed with 

these site visits and discussions, we will explore the basic operational organization of the 

museum, as well as examine aspects like the role of memory, use of technology, 

exhibition space design, the role of architecture, and other critical issues.  

 

 

Course Objectives: 

 

 Increased knowledge and appreciation of museums and their operations. 

 Direct experience with the variety of museum available in the Research Triangle 

region. 

 Advancement of skills in research. 

 Development of analytic and critical thinking abilities. 

 

This course combines museum visits, mini-lectures, and guided discussion with readings. 

I expect students to keep up on their own.  During group activities and discussions 

students should engage and participate actively.  

 

 

Academic Support Services  

The College of Arts and Sciences has developed several support programs to assist 

students. Accessibility Services provides individual support to students with diagnosed 

learning disabilities (962-7227). The UNC Learning Center offers free instruction in a 

variety of academic learning strategies (http://learningcenter.unc.edu/, 962-3782, 962-

6389). The Writing Center, which fills up quickly, provides free tutorial services 

mailto:williale@email.unc.edu
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(http://www.unc.edu/depts/wcweb/about.html , 962-7710, 962-4060).  

 

Honorable and Courteous Behavior 

THE HONOR CODE: The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill has had a student-

led honor system for over 100 years. Academic integrity is at the heart of Carolina and 

we all are responsible for upholding the ideals of honor and integrity.  The student-led 

Honor System is responsible for adjudicating any suspected violations of the Honor Code 

and all suspected instances of academic dishonesty will be reported to the honor system. 

Information, including your responsibilities as a student is outlined in the Instrument of 

Student Judicial Governance. Your full participation and observance of the Honor Code 

is expected. 

 

THE CAMPUS CODE: It shall be the further responsibility of every student to abide by 

the Campus Code; namely, to conduct oneself so as not to impair the welfare or the 

educational opportunities of others in the University community.  

 

UNC faculty members are required to report suspected cases of academic misconduct to 

the Office of Student Conduct. The most common form of misconduct is plagiarism.  

Remember that any time you use the ideas or the statements of someone else, you must 

acknowledge that source in a citation.  This includes material that you found on the 

web.   The UNC Writing Center provides clear guidelines regarding what does and does 

not constitute plagiarism. 

 

Course Requirements/Percentage Points (maximum 100 points) 

 

1. Regular attendance and full participation in class: 15 points  

2. Article Discussant: 10 points 

3. World’s Fair Group Work: 5 points 

4. Museum Observations and Response Paper (5): 6 points each (TOTAL:30 

points) 

5. Final Project: Presentation 10 points; Paper 30 points (TOTAL: 40 points) 

 

 

No one is promised an “A” in this course, and students must earn their grades in the 

classroom and on assignments, rather than try to negotiate them after the fact. 

 

 

Classroom Policy and Expectations 

 

1. Students are required to attend class.  Attendance WILL be taken. TWO absences 

will result in a FAILING GRADE. More than two (2) late arrivals will also affect 

your grade (one-half letter grade for each late arrival after two). Class discussions 

http://writingcenter.unc.edu/
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are an important part of the class and cannot be fully captured in class notes so it is 

in your best interest to attend class. Please get to know someone in the class so that 

when you are absent you can get notes from them. I do NOT give out my notes if 

you miss the class. 

2. You must also participate. Attendance and participation are worth 15 points toward 

your final grade. Students are required to do the assigned readings and come to 

class prepared to join in discussion. 

3. Students should respect the ideas of all participants. 

4. Students are expected to complete written assignments on time. Extensions may be 

granted, but only as circumstances warrant. Late assignments will be penalized 

(one-half letter grade for each day late. After two days=0 points on assignment).  

5. All assignments must be typed, double-spaced, Times New Roman font, with 

properly formatted citations (endnotes, footnotes, parenthetical notes). 

6. LAPTOPS MAY BE USED FOR NOTE TAKING ONLY. ALL CELLPHONES 

MUST BE TURNED OFF/PUT ON SILENT MODE AND PUT AWAY. NO 

TEXTING. 

7. Please do not email me about assignments or the day-to-day activities of the class. 

This information will be given out in class. If you have questions about the 

assignments check the syllabus, check Sakai, get the information from a classmate. 

If you have done all of these things and you still have a question please ask at the 

beginning of class. 

8. You are welcome to make an appointment to meet with me in my office after class. 

Please make an appointment in person or via email. 

9. Please attend to personal needs before class. There will be a short break in class on 

discussion days. 

 

 

CAVEAT: The professor reserves the right to change this syllabus at anytime! 

 

 

Readings: Required readings are on our SAKAI site or listed by url.   

 

ARTICLE PRESENTATIONS- Each group will present one article to the class for 

discussion and debate. Guidelines for discussants are posted on Sakai. 

 

OBSERVATIONS AND REFLECTIONS guidelines for each unit are posted on Sakai. 

 

 

Web Sites: (for general familiarity with professional organizations and resources)  

 

 International Coalition of Sites of Conscience: 

http://www.sitesofconscience.org/en  

 AAM American Association of Museums: (for general resource and ref.) 

http://www.aam-us.org  

 ICOM International Council of Museums (for general resource and ref.) 

http://icom.museum/  

http://www.sitesofconscience.org/en
http://www.aam-us.org/
http://icom.museum/
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 Association of Midwest Museums http://www.midwestmuseums.org/  

 Association of Indiana Museums http://www.indianamuseums.org/ 

 

Web Sites For familiarity with professional organizations and resources related to history 

museums visit:  

 American Association of State and Local History: http://www.aaslh.org/  

 American Historical Association: http://www.historians.org/  

 National Council on Public History: http://ncph.org/cms/  

 The Organization of American Historians: http://www.oah 

 

 

May 15: Review Syllabus/Sakai site 

 

EXPLORE/CONSIDER: Janelle Monae, “Q.U.E.E.N.” featuring Erykah Badu); 

Museum scene from “Black Panther”; The Carters, “APES**T” video 

  

 

 Who is the museum? Exploring museum staff and their roles 

 

QUESTIONS: Who is the museum (staff)? What are some of the major 

questions currently engaged in relation to museums/by museums? How are 

museums (nationally and internationally) exploring these ideas? What are the 

stakes at play with these issues? Who among museum staffs are addressing these 

issues? What are the implications of these issues for museum staffs? 

 

 

Readings: 

  https://artstuffmatters.wordpress.com/museums-are-not-neutral/ 

 

 

http://mag.rochester.edu/plugins/acrobat/teachers/MuseumCareers.pdf 

(US example, University of Rochester Museum) 

 

http://www.museumsassociation.org/careers/case-studies (UK example, 

Museums Association) 

 

https://www.museumsassociation.org/museum-practice/fundraising/16537 

 

 

http://www.artnews.com/2008/10/01/are-museum-trustees-out-of-step/ 

 

https://hyperallergic.com/472964/a-whitney-museum-vice-chairman-

owns-a-manufacturer-supplying-tear-gas-at-the-border/ 

 

 
 

http://www.midwestmuseums.org/
http://www.indianamuseums.org/
http://www.aaslh.org/
http://www.historians.org/
http://ncph.org/cms/
https://artstuffmatters.wordpress.com/museums-are-not-neutral/
http://www.museumsassociation.org/careers/case-studies
https://www.museumsassociation.org/museum-practice/fundraising/16537
http://www.artnews.com/2008/10/01/are-museum-trustees-out-of-step/
https://hyperallergic.com/472964/a-whitney-museum-vice-chairman-owns-a-manufacturer-supplying-tear-gas-at-the-border/
https://hyperallergic.com/472964/a-whitney-museum-vice-chairman-owns-a-manufacturer-supplying-tear-gas-at-the-border/
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May 16: WORLD’S FAIRS, COLONIAL EXPOSITIONS AND P.T. BARNUM’S 

AMERICAN MUSEUM 

 

 

Key Topics: Origins of museums; World’s fairs and Expositions. 

 

Film Screening in class: “A World on Display: Louisiana Purchase Exposition of 

St. Louis, 1904” (dir.) Eric Brietbart, 1996 (55 min) 

 

Mini-presentations: Tennessee Centennial Exposition (1897); New Orleans 

World’s Industrial and Cotton Exposition (1885); Chicago 

World’s Columbia Exposition (1893); Louisiana Purchase 

Exposition, Saint Louis (1904); Pan-American Exposition, 

Buffalo (1901); San Francisco, Panama-Pacific International 

Exposition (1915) 

 

Guidelines for presentations are posted on Sakai. 

 

Readings:  
 

A. H. Saxon “P. T. Barnum and the American Museum” The Wilson  

Quarterly, Vol. 13, No.  4 (Autumn, 1989), pp. 130-139. 

 

Robert W. Rydell (2006) “World Fairs and Museums,” pp. 135‐51. In A 

Companion to Museum Studies. Ed. Susan Macdonald. Malden, MA: 

Blackwell Publishing, 2006.  

 

May 17: CABINETS OF CURIOSITIES—ANCIENT AND MODERN, SHAPING 

IDENTITIES/RISE OF PUBLIC ART MUSEUM, cont. 

 

Museum Visit #1: GO TO THE ACKLAND TODAY AFTER CLASS 

OR THIS WEEKEND in order to complete Art Museum 

Observations for Monday!!! 

 

Key Topics: Origins of museums; “Cabinets of Curiosity”; Entertainment vs. 

Education; From private institution to public institution; museums and authority; 

museums and classification; museums and class/elitism. 

 

Readings: (WITH at least 4 DISCUSSANTS) 

 
 

Jeffrey Abt, “The Origin of the Public Museum,” in A Companion to 

Museum Studies. Ed. Susan Macdonald. (Malden: Blackwell Publishing, 

2006), pp. 115‐34. (S) 
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Carol Duncan and Alan Wallach (1980) “The Universal Survey Museum,” 

Art History 3(4): 448‐69. (S) 

 

Carol Duncan, “The Art Museum as Ritual,” Civilizing Rituals: Inside 

Public Art Museums  (New York, NY: Routledge, 1995), 7-20. (S) 

 

 RESPONSE PAPER #1 DUE IN CLASS! 

 

 

May 20: Discussion of Ackland Art Museum and Reading 

 

ART MUSEUM OBSERVATIONS PAPER DUE IN CLASS! 

 

Readings: 

  

Margaret Lindauer (2006)  “The Critical Museum Visitor,” pp. 203-224. 

In New Museum Theory and  Practice: an Introduction. Ed. Janet 

Marstine. Malden, MA: Blackwell Publishing (S)  

 

https://artstuffmatters.wordpress.com/museums-are-not-neutral/ 

  

What new sections would you add to Lindauer’s model based on our 

discussions (three videos, etc.) thus far? 

 

May 21: Visit #2 MUSEUMS AND SCIENCE  

Museum of Life and Science (433 West Murray Ave. Durham, NC) 

Admission, $12.50, Free Parking/Meet at the museum at 9:30AM) Complete 

science museum observations and reflections on site. 

  

 Readings: (WITH at least 4 DISCUSSANTS) 

 

 

Steven Conn, “Science Museums and the Culture Wars,” in Sharon 

Macdonald, ed. A Companion to Museum Studies (Malden: Blackwell 

Publishing, 2011), 494-508. (S) 

 

Edward P. Alexander, Mary Alexander, and Juilee Decker, “Children’s 

Museums”, in Museums in Motion: An Introduction to the History and 

Functions of Museums Third Edition (Lanham, MD: Rowman & 

Littlefield Publishing Group, 2017), 177-227. (S) 

 

May 22: Discussion of Science/Children’s Museums 

 

 Science Museum Observations DUE IN CLASS! 

 

https://artstuffmatters.wordpress.com/museums-are-not-neutral/


 7 

May 23: Visit #3, MUSEUMS, HISTORY, AND MEMORY: The Duke Homestead 

2828 Duke Homestead Rd. Durham, NC MEET IN THE LOBBY OF MAIN 

BUILDING AT 9:15AM! (There is public parking in front of the main building) 

Complete history museum observations and reflections on site. 

 

 

Key topics: The role of memory in the construction of history; interpreting       

historical narratives; correcting and reclaiming history. 

 

COMPLETE READINGS BEFORE MUSEUM VISIT!! 

 

Readings: (WITH at least 3 DISCUSSANTS) 

 

Lisa Corrin, “Mining the Museum: An Installation Confronting History,” 

Curator 36:4 (1993), 302-313. (S) 

Thomas Schlereth (2004). “Collecting Ideas and Artifacts: Common 

Problems of History Museums and History Texts,” pp. 335-347. In 

Museum Studies: An Anthology of Contexts. Ed. Bettina Messias 

Carbonell. Malden, MA: Blackwell Publishing.  

 

 

May 24: Discussion of Duke Homestead and Readings 

 

HISTORY MUSEUM OBSERVATIONS DUE IN CLASS!!!  

 

 

May 27: MEMORIAL DAY! NO CLASS! 

 

May 28: Visit #4 ARCHITECTURES OF DISPLAY: THE MUSEUM BUILDING; 

Nasher              

Museum of Art MEET AT 10:00AM at THE NASHER MUSEUM OF 

ART at Duke University.  

 

The Nasher Museum of Art is located on Duke University's Central Campus, at the 

intersection of Duke University Road and Anderson Street, adjacent to the Sarah P. Duke 

Gardens. The street address is 2001 Campus Drive, Durham, NC, 27705.  Complete 

museum architecture observations and reflections on site. 

 

Readings: (WITH at least 3 DISCUSSANTS) 

 

Michaela Giebelhausen (2011) “Museum Architecture: A Brief History,” 

pp. 223‐44. In A Companion to Museum Studies. Ed. Susan Macdonald. 

(Malden,MA: Blackwell Publishing. 

 



 8 

Vittorio Magnago Lampugnani (2011) “Insight versus Entertainment: 

Untimely Meditations on the Architecture of Twentieth‐century Art 

Museums,” pp.245‐62. In A Companion to Museum Studies. Ed. Susan 

Macdonald. (Malden,MA: Blackwell Publishing.  

 

 

May 29: Discussion of Nasher and readings 

 

ARCHITECTURE AND MUSEUMS OBSERVATIONS DUE IN 

CLASS!!!!! 

 

 

May 30: WORKSHOP FINAL PROJECTS IN CLASS 

 
 

 

 

May 31:  Final Presentations/Papers 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


